MEMORANDUM
To:
Local Presidents
From:
Julia E. Fahey, Legislative Counsel

RE:
Review and Approval of Local Constitution and By-Laws

Date:
December 2, 2008
The National Association of Government Employees Constitution and By-Laws was amended by a vote of the body at the National Convention on September 13, 2006.

By operation of the amendment passed, all Local Units adopted the National Constitution and By-Laws as their Local By-Laws.  The amendment also provided a mechanism for Local Units who have adopted Local By-Laws to receive National Approval.   
The relevant provision, Article IV, Section 4, titled “Local Units” states as follows: 

“Each authorized Local Unit shall adopt as its Constitution and By-Laws, the Constitution and By-Laws of the National Association of Government Employees, unless such Local Unit notifies the National Executive Committee of its intention not to adopt the National Constitution and By-Laws and forwards to the National President a Constitution and By-Laws for approval by the National Executive Committee that has been adopted by the Local Unit and is consistent with the National Constitution and By-Laws.”

The intent of the above-referenced provision was to provide a uniform structure and rules which would enable the Local Units to practice self-governance.  The provisions set forth in the National By-Laws which pertain to the Local Unit would also allow the National to effectively respond in a uniform manner to the needs and concerns which commonly arise in the Local Units.  

The National has developed the attached Local Unit Constitution and By-Laws template to ensure that Local Units also preserve their autonomy and identity.  The template is comprised of provisions drawn from the National Constitution and By-Laws, the LMRDA, the Department of Labor and the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.  Although the template contains provisions the National deems necessary for local governance and National oversight, it’s a working document that may be amended and supplemented to address the needs of the Local Unit.
Please be advised that should you utilize the attached Local Constitution and By-Laws Template and submit Local By-Laws for National approval you must follow the procedure set forth in Article IV, Section 4.
